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SECRET BONN 03467 

1. AMB ROTH TOLD EMFBOFF MARCH 4 THAT BONN WILL NEED AT 
LEAST THIS WEEK TO BRING TOGETHER FONOFF AND DEFMIN ON 
MBFR VERIFICATION ISSUES. ROTH ACKNOWLEDGED FEELING OF 
DISCOMFORT AS A RESULT OF FRG HOLDING UP ALLIED 
CONSOLTATIONS ON VERIFICATIN BUT SAID. IN VIEW OF 
IMPORTANCE OF ISSUE, IT SEEMED BETTER IDEA TO PRESENT 
COMPREHENSIVE POSITION A WEEK LATER RATHER THAN PRESENT 
VIEWS PIECEMEAL. 

2. ROTH SEEMED TO IMPLY THAT FRG MIGHT SOFTEN 
SOMEWHAT ITS INSISTENCE THAT ALLIED VERIFICATION 
PAPER BE LIMITED TO MBFR I; HE SAID PAPER SHOULD 
"FOCUS" ON MBFR-I AND SHOULD TO EXTENT POSSIBLE AVOID 
BINDING EFFECTS ON MBFR II. IN A SEPARATE CONVERSATION, 
MBFR EXPERT GESCHER CONFIRMED THIS SHIFT, VOICING 
PERSONAL VIEW THAT MBFR II VERIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 
MUST BE CONSIDERED IN DEVELOPING VERIFICATION 
POSITION ON MBFR-I. GESCHER SAID GERMANS ALSO 
BEGINNING TO CONSIDER IMPLICATIONS FOR MBFR, PARTICU- 
LARLY PHASE II, OF POSSIBLE LABOR PARTY GOVERNMENT. 
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3. ROTH SAID KEY VERIFICATION PROBLEM FOR BONN 
REMAINS PERMANENT INSPECTION IN AREA LIMITED ON 
WESTERN SIDE ESSENTIALLY TO FRG. HE SAID.THAT 
PERMANENT INSPECTION MORE IMPORTANT SUBSTANTIVE ISSUE 
THAN QUESTION OF PARTICIPATION IN NTM. ROTH ASSUMES 
THAT US IS UNWILLING TO PRESS FOR OVERT VERIFICATION 

ON SOVIET TERRITORY DUE 

TO LIKELY SOVIET COUNTER-DEMANDS. WHILE FRG HAS NO 
PROBLEM WITH TEMPORARY VERIFICATION OF FORCE 
WITHDRAWALS, ROTH SAID PERMANENT INSPECTION OF FORCE 
LEVELS LIMITED (IN PHASE I) OR FOCUSED (IN PHASE II) 

ON FRG TERRITORY IS UNACCEPTABLE AND, AS FAR AS HE 
CAN SEE, UNNECESSARY FOR MBFR PURPOSES. MOREOVER, ROTH 
IS OPPOSED TO DETERMINING MBFR ISSUE OF "HOW LITTLE 
VERIFICATION IS ENOUGH" ON BASIS OF PRECEDENT-MAKING 
VALUE FOR FUTURE ARMS CONTROL NEGOTIATIONS. 

4. ROTH SAID HE HOPES TO DISCUSS THESE ISSUES WITH 
ACDA DIRECTOR IKLE ON MARGINS OF MARCH 18 TRILATERALS 
IN WASHINGTON. 

HILLENBRAND 
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